
4 C’s

Critical thinking

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity

Self-awareness

Self-management

Social-awareness

Relationship skills

Responsible decision-making

Integrated learning

High quality service

Collaboration

Student voice

Civic responsibility

Reflection

Evaluation

SOCIAL & EMOTIONAL LEARNING SERVICE LEARNING

WEEK 3

As this is the third Monday of the month, please consider sharing or re-sharing the Monthly Kick-O� 
activity, and if appropriate, video at www.everymondaymatters.org. Additionally, a three-minute recap 
of the previous weeks may add extra context to this week and help connect the dots around the 
monthly theme.

Air-dry clay (a 2x2” square for each student); Gold air dry clay in smaller amounts (about ½” square per 
student, can be dyed with metallic gold paint); Skewers or toothpicks; Handwashing station; Wash-
cloths for clean-up. 

Total Prep Time: 15 mins.

Students create kintsugi-type pottery (gold seams) to understand how we can grow through our 
imperfections.
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GOALS FOR THE WEEK
• Discover how the process of creation can be used to express one’s identity, thoughts, and feelings
• Learn how “CULTURES” are influenced throughout history by “ARTISTIC” movements
• Identify how “ARTWORK” helps tie us individually to a broader global “CULTURE”
• Understand how “APPROACH ART” is an important part of this month’s theme, “MONDAY 
 GETS CULTURED”
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1) SHARE THE NAME OF THIS ACTIVITY WITH STUDENTS: “KINTSUGI POTTERY”

STUDENT ACTIVITY:
“KINTSUGI POTTERY”

• Explain:
– Many of us have our favorite piece of “ART” that means a lot to us and that we feel is powerful and maybe  
 even perfect
– The “ARTIST” who made it undoubtedly worked very hard to make that piece of “ART” its very best
– Even then, they may have had their doubts about how good it really was
– The truth is, no piece of “ART” is truly perfect because no human is perfect
– Not only is no “HUMAN” perfect, but no one society or “CULTURE” is, either
– But even though we all have our flaws, whether “CULTURALLY”, personally, or artistically, we all have  
 something beautiful to create
• Ask:
– What’s one piece of “ART” that you love and why?
– Do you believe that we’re able to make great things, even if we’re not perfect?

SET UP THE “KINTSUGI POTTERY” ACTIVITY:3)

• Give each student a piece of 2x2” air-dry clay (reserve the gold clay for later)
• Explain:
– Japanese “CULTURE” uses this idea of flaws making something beautiful in a special form of “ART”
– It’s called “KINTSUGI”, and has everything to do with imperfection

START THE “KINTSUGI POTTERY” ACTIVITY:4)

• What is your favorite piece of “ART”?
• What are some di�erent forms that visual “ART” can take?
– Possible answers may include: Sculpture, “POTTERY”, paintings, woodworking, drawings, etchings, 
 mixed media, graphic design, cartooning, etc.
• Have you ever seen a perfect piece of “ART”?
– Do you think the “ARTIST” viewed it as perfect when they made it?
– Why do you think it is perfect? 
– What do you think the “ARTIST” had to do in order for their work to appear so flawless?
• How does accepting that our work may not be perfect help us to “APPROACH ART” more gently 
 and openly?
• Do you think the fear of failure can hold people back from creating “ART”?
– Why is that?
– How can we challenge our belief that “ART” must be perfect to be worth doing?
• How does creating something help you to personally express yourself?
• What is one thing you’ve created in your life that you are particularly proud of?
– Was it perfect?
– Why are you so proud of it?
• In addition to accepting that our “ART” might not be perfect, how can we accept our own flaws 
 and misgivings?
• How could making a piece of “POTTERY”, together with its imperfections, remind you that 
 YOU MATTER and so do your e�orts to create?

ASK 1-3 QUESTIONS FROM THE LIST BELOW TO WARM STUDENTS UP ON THE 
ACTIVITY’S FOCUS:
 *NOTE: Choose questions appropriate to your students' ages, grades, ability levels, and classroom goals. Students  

 may share their answers in pairs, small groups, or as a large group.

2)
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– For over 400 years, when ceramics or dishes have broken, instead of throwing the dish out, they’ll fix 
 the seams with gold
– This “CULTURE” believes that when this is done, not only is the “POTTERY” or dish not wasted, but 
 it becomes more beautiful and storied than it was before
– Today we’ll be doing a simpler version of “KINTSUGI”
– Since we can’t go around breaking dishes, and since we don’t have access to real gold, we’ll just create a  
 small bowl or piece of “POTTERY” with the flaws or cracks built in, and use a gold clay to fill in the cracks
– These pieces of “POTTERY” will be small enough to hold a ring or something else small
– Hopefully these “KINTSUGI” pieces will be a reminder that not only do you MATTER, but so do your  
 mistakes, e�orts, and attempts to grow
• Let students have a few minutes to hand-build a piece of “POTTERY”
– They can build a plate, bowl, vase, box, or anything else they desire
• Encourage students to make their “POTTERY” thin enough to dry, but thick enough to not fall apart  
 once it’s dried
• Remind students that their “POTTERY” doesn’t have to be perfect
• Once students have completed their “KINTSUGI” pieces, give each of them a skewer or toothpick
• Tell them they will be making small cracks with the skewer or toothpick in their “POTTERY”, as if it 
 has broken
– They will do this by “drawing” with the skewer on their “POTTERY” to create impressions in the clay
• Then give each student a ½” piece of gold air-dry clay
• Tell them to roll it out into a thin snake that can fill the cracks in their “POTTERY” and to carefully insert  
 it into the cracks
• Students may use the skewer or toothpick to smooth out any rough edges (this will keep the gold clay  
 from falling out once the “POTTERY” has dried)
• When finished, have students write their name on their “POTTERY” with the skewer and place all 
 “POTTERY” in a safe location to dry
• Then have students wash their hands, and provide washcloths to clean work stations
• Once the “POTTERY” has dried, have each student take their piece home as a reminder that they don’t  
 have to be perfect, and that are “ARTISTS”

• Had you ever heard of the “CULTURAL” “ART” of “KINTSUGI” before?
– Had you ever seen it?
– What significance does it have in your life now versus before?
• How might you use the concept of “KINTSUGI” to accept your own imperfections?
• What did you enjoy about making your “POTTERY” today?
– Will you use it to hold anything? 
• How does this activity remind you that it’s okay to have imperfections personally and artistically?
• How did you feel about getting creative today?
• Did this activity help you to “APPROACH ART” di�erently?
– In what ways?
• Who will you show your “KINTSUGI POTTERY” to?
• How will you explain its “CULTURAL” and personal significance?
• Where could you place your “POTTERY” to remind yourself that YOU MATTER?
• How has this activity helped you to “GET CULTURED”?
• What other actions can you take to help you understand the “ART” and beliefs of di�erent 
 “CULTURES”?
– How could that make you a better and more e�ective “ARTIST”?

AFTER THE ACTIVITY, ASK 1-3 OF THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS TO HELP STUDENTS 
REFLECT ON WHAT THEY’VE ACCOMPLISHED AND HOW THEY CAN TAKE THIS FOR-
WARD:
*NOTE: Choose questions appropriate to your students' ages, grades, ability levels, and classroom goals. Students  

 may share their answers in pairs, small groups, or as a large group.

5)
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- EMILY LEY

I WILL HOLD MYSELF TO A STANDARD OF GRACE, 
NOT PERFECTION.

THANK STUDENTS MAKING BEAUTIFUL, IMPERFECT “POTTERY” TODAY. REMIND 
THEM THAT ALTHOUGH THEY MAY MAKE MISTAKES PERSONALLY OR ARTISTICAL-
LY, THERE IS BEAUTY IN THE PROCESS OF CREATION, AND HONOR IN REPAIRING 
WHAT WAS BROKEN.   

6)

CHALLENGE STUDENTS TO SHOW THEIR “KINTSUGI POTTERY” TO A LOVED ONE AND 
EXPLAIN ITS “CULTURAL” SIGNIFICANCE. ENCOURAGE THEM TO FIND A “CULTURE” 
THAT INTRIGUES OR EXCITES THEM AND TO LEARN ABOUT ITS VARIOUS WORKS OF 
“ART” THIS WEEK.

7)

CONTINUE EXPLORING HOW TO “APPROACH ART” BY LEADING ONE OR MORE OF THE 
FOLLOWING EXTENSION IDEAS.

8)
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EXTENSION 
IDEAS:   

 1) Jewelry-Making: Let students make jewelry or other small items to place in their “POTTERY” once  
  it is dried.
 2) Finish the Pottery: When students’ “POTTERY” is dry, let them use non-toxic varnish to finish it, or  
  let them paint or use other embellishments to express their own creativity. Make sure that these   
  additional touches do not interfere with the gold clay. 
 3) Paper Mache Bowls: Allow students to use paper mache to make larger bowls, and then decorate  
  them according to their own “CULTURAL” interpretation. 
 4) More Cultural Art: Learn about other “CULTURES” and their “ART” methods, and try a new one! 

DO ONE OR MORE OF THESE EXTENSION IDEAS TO BRING 
THE LESSON FROM 15 MINUTES TO 30 MINUTES OR MORE.

15+
MIN


